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Polk County, Jowa
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8. Classification

Category of Property

Ownership of Property
(Check only one line)

(Check as many lines as apply)

X private X building(s)
_ public-local _ district
__ public-State _ site
— public-Federal _ structure
. object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing)

_N/A

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
1 0 buildings
sites
structures
objects
1 0 Total

Number of contributing resources
previously listed in the National Register

0

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC/hotel DOMESTIC/hotel
institutional housin
7. _Description
Architectural Classification Materials
(Enter categories from instructions) (Enter categories from instructions)
L 1 2 foundation Concrete
Georgian Revival walls Brick
roof Asphalt
other Glass
Metal

Narrative Description

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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Polk County, Jowa

County and State

8. Statement of Signiﬁcance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" on one or more lines for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing)

X A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

_ D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" on all the lines that apply)

Property is:

_ A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

removed from its original location.

a birthplace or grave.

a cemetery.

a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

a commemorative property.
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less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance - (Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets)

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

COMMERCE

MILITARY

ARCHITECTURE

Period of Significance

1919-1942

1942-1945

Significant Dates

1919

1942

1949

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation

Architect/Builder

H. L. Stevens & Company
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GENERAL DESCRIPTION

The Savery Hotel is an 11-story commercial building constructed of steel and clad with brick veneer.
Completed and first occupied in 1919, this is the second building by the name to occupy this site and
the third hotel of the same name in downtown Des Moines. The condition of this building is fine, and
its integrity is good. '

BACKGROUND

The Savery Hotel is the second hotel building by that name to occupy this site and the third by that
name in the city. Frequently another styling of its name, “Hotel Savery,” has also been employed.
During the planning, construction, and advertising of the present building, the names “Savery I,”
“Savery II,” and “Savery III” were used to designate these three different buildings.

Savery I

In 1853 James C. Savery opened a small hotel in Des Moines. The success of that business prompted
the construction of the Savery I, which opened in 1862. It was located on the southwest corner of 4th
and Walnut Streets. Savery subsequently became the foremost innkeeper in Des Moines during the
Victorian era. The hotel provided a focal point for public activities during the Civil War. Banquets
and other social events took place in this building to celebrate or to mourn national happenings. Savery
sold the hotel in 1878 to Eastern investors, who renamed it the Kirkwood Hotel. A major fire
destroyed this hotel in the late 1920s. After its site was cleared, the present Kirkwood Hotel was
constructed upon it and first occupied in 1930. This building is 12-stories in height and continues in
use as an hotel today. After selling his hotel, James C. Savery relocated to California from Des
Moines.

Savery II

Constructed in 1888 and historically known as the Savery II, this six-story, brick building was erected
by a group of investors, which included James C. Savery, who had returned to Des Moines from
California. The Savery II occupied the same quarter block where the present Savery Hotel is now
situated. (See Continuation Sheet 7-7.) Like the present building, the Savery II faced Locust Street
on the south. It featured a symmetrically ordered facade possessing nine bays centered on a
Romanesque-arched entrance. Romanesque arches were repeated across the third floor. The central
bay was flanked with rounded pilasters capped with a Romanesque-arched window on the top floor.
A series of turrets was situated across the parapet of the facade. Although serving as the secondary
entrance to the building, the 4th Street elevation was quite plain. (See Continuation Sheet 7-15.) The
first floor of the building featured the hotel lobby, a buffet room, and a drug store. Streetcar lines ran
along both Locust Street and 4th Street.
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About 1899, an annex was constructed to this building. Located on Lot 3 of Block “D” in the
Commissioner’s Addition to Fort Des Moines, this site was situated adjacent to the public alley, which
separated Lots 1 and 2 from Lots 3 and 4. This annex was 4-stories in height and is further described
below.

Savery III

In 1918 the Savery II was razed to the ground and the present hotel building, sometimes called the
Savery III, was constructed on the same site. At this time, the Des Moines city directory listed a total
of 56 hotels. (City directory 1920:1790) These included residential hotels, like the new Brown Hotel
at 4th and Chestnuts Streets; hotels operating under the European plan (breakfast included), such as
the Hotel Wellington located on the southeast corner of 5th and Grand; and commercial hotels in
downtown Des Moines, such as the Hotel Fort Des Moines, Randolph Hotel, Chamberlain Hotel, and
Elliott Hotel.

The following physical description is for the present Savery Hotel, which is the subject of this
nomination.

HOTEL BUILDING

The Savery Hotel possesses numerous component parts, which are delineated on a footprint drawing
on Continuation Sheet 7-17. Today, these parts are all connected with one another, although they
were not always so.

The main block of the hotel consists of an east wing, south wing, center section, west wing, and
penthouse. The east wing, south wing, and center section form that part of the main block completed
in 1919. The west wing was added to the 1919 building in the 1950s, and the penthouse was
subsequently built on top of the west wing. Another way to describe the main block is to say that it is
shaped like the letter “U” with the center section situated in the middle. Additionally, the hotel
possesses an annex, which is a complex of buildings separated from the main block by an alley and
whose construction predates that of the main block. The hotel also features a connector, which links
the main block to the annex. Each of these component parts is further described below with an
inventory number, which is keyed to numbers shown on the footprint referenced above.

1. EastWing

The east wing forms one portion of the 1919 hotel. The east wing is 11-stories in height
and serves as the 4th Street facade of the building. It abuts the south wing.

The first floor of the east wing contains part of the main lobby and a restaurant. The
second floor contains the Iowa Room and offices. Floors three through eleven contain
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guest rooms. These guest rooms are variously configured into suites, standard rooms, and
economy rooms. The suites and the standard rooms were created in the 1980s by the
joining of several economy rooms together.

. South Wing

The south wing forms one portion of the 1919 hotel. The south wing is 11-stories in
height and serves as the Locust Street facade of the building. It abuts the west wing.

The first floor of the south wing contains a coffee shop, gift shop, and offices. The second
floor contains offices. The third through eleventh floor contains guest rooms. These guest
rooms are variously configured into suites, standard rooms, studio rooms, and economy
rooms. The suites, standard rooms, and studio rooms were created in the 1980s by the
joining of several economy rooms together. A studio room possesses a kitchenette.

The south wing contains Room 1100, which is the Presidential Suite. This suite was
created through joining four rooms together. Room 1009 is also of interest. Known as
“Francesca’s Suite,” it is decorated with many of the actual objects used to decorate the
Francesca and Richard Johnson Farmhouse in the filming of the motion picture The
Bridges of Madison County . Many members of the cast and production staff resided in
the Savery Hotel during its on-site filming in Iowa during the 1990s. Following the film’s
success, the hotel management procured these objects through their good offices.

The south wing also contains Room 1000, which features the only remaining valet door in
the hotel. This door is situated between the guest room and the hall. The valet door
contains a small closet within itself, which can be opened from both inside the room and
from outside in the hall. Guests placed clothing to be cleaned within the valet door. Staff
picked up and delivered the clothing back to the room without disturbing guests. Many of
the hotel’s guest rooms probably featured valet doors originally.

. Center Section

The center section was built during the original construction of the hotel. The center
section is 2-stories in height and situated within the el formed by the east wing and the
south wing.

The first floor of the center section contains portions of the hotel lobby. The second floor
contains the Grand Ballroom and a reception area. The second floor can be accessed by the
skywalk system.
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4. West Wing and Penthouse

The west wing was built circa 1952. It is 11-stories in height and is attached to the north
wall of the south wing. The first, second, and third floors of the west wing are used for
service areas. Floors 5-11 are used for guest rooms. Most of the guest rooms are of
standard room size. The fourth floor contains the hotel laundry.

The penthouse was built circa 1953. It is 1-story in height and is situated above the
eleventh floor of the west wing. The penthouse originally served as the residential quarters
for the owner of the hotel. It contains a living room, kitchen, bedrooms, family room,
solarium, and other spaces. An open-air terrace is situated above the eleventh floor of the
south wing in the area in front of the penthouse. The penthouse is now available for rental.

5. South Annex

A complex of buildings is associated with the 1919 hotel. This complex is separated from
that building by an alley and predates 1919. The complex consists of three units--the south
annex, the north annex, and a connector.

The south unit abuts Locust Street on the south. Itis 2-stories in height and was built circa
1899. This unit historically bore the street address 413-417 Locust Street. It possessed
three commercial rooms and was used by the Capitol City Gas Light Company as offices.
(See Continuation Sheet 7-12.) The south unit subsequently served a number of different
businesses. It was acquired by the Savery Hotel following World War II and converted
into hotel use. Today, the second floor of the south unit serves as the Terrace Room, a
banquet hall.

6. North Annex

The north unit abuts an east-west alley on the north. It is 4-stories in height and was built
circa 1899 by the Savery Hotel for hotel purposes. A store room was located on the first
floor, a kitchen was located on the second floor, and guest rooms were located on the third
floor. (See Continuation Sheet 7-12.) Today, the first floor of the north unit serves as the
offices and shop of the Engineering Department of the hotel. The second floor of the north
unit now serves as the Des Moines Room, a banquet hall. The third floor is used today for
storage. In the 1920s, it served as Monihan’s, a speakeasy, which could be accessed from
a separate entrance. The fourth floor preserves its original floorplan. It features a large,
central lobby, running east and west, and is flanked by guest rooms on the north and
south. Each of the guest rooms features a bathroom and a closet. The ceilings of these
rooms are approximately 12’ in height. Original woodwork is preserved throughout. The
overall condition of the third floor interior is not good. It has remained unoccupied and
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without maintenance for many years. This portion of the hotel is sometimes referred to as
the WAAC:s annex, although the WAACsS occupied the entire hotel during World War II.

7. Connector

The connector separates the hotel’s main block from the annex. The connector consists of
a vacated public alley on the ground floor and a skywalk on the second floor.

Vehicular access to this north-south alley from Locust Street is blocked by iron grates and a
large pilaster, which supports a skywalk link directly above it. Vehicular access to the alley
from the north is still possible via metal gates. (In other words, the alley has been
preserved as a vehicular corridor, now privately owned by the hotel.) The alley is used for
various storage purposes.

A skywalk corridor is situated immediately above the alley. The skywalk runs between the
west elevation of the hotel’s main block and the annex at the second floor. It was built
circa 1981. Constructed of metal and glass, this corridor spans Locust Street on the south,
connecting the Savery Hotel and the Capital Square office complex, and an alley on the
north, connecting the Savery Hotel and Elsie Mason Manor, a retirement apartment
building. This skywalk also provides a link between the main block of the hotel and the
annex. (See Continuation Sheet 7-18.)

Exterior |

The Savery Hotel possesses a double facade. One facade faces the east, and the other faces the south.
These facades are virtually identical in design. They feature a strictly symmetrical arrangement. The
first floor consists of a centrally-situated entrance flanked by three bays. These bays are defined by
granite plinths situated at grade, and each of the flanking bays features a storefront window. The
second floor repeats this series of seven bays. Each bay features an arched window, with the

exception of the outer-most bay, which contains two sets of windows. This window treatment is then
continued from the fourth through the 11th floors.

Red brick faces both facades of the building. This brick is laid in a variety of designs. The first floor
and the second floor feature Flemish bond. The area below the windows on the third floor is laid in
header brick. The fourth through the 11th floors features another design. There the brick is laid in one
course of Flemish bond to nine courses of running bond. Throughout the facades the mortar is gray in
color and deeply raked.

Limestone is employed extensively on both facades. The buff color of this material contrasts with that
of the red brick. The limestone includes a classically-inspired cornice at the top of the building with
corbels and a frieze; plaques with garland designs between each of the windows on the tenth and 11th
floors; a double belt course between the second and third floors; and urns with draped festoons at the
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corners of the third floor. Limestone stone is also used extensively to embellish the facade windows.
For example, fluted columns of limestone separate the series of double-hung sash ribbon windows on
the second floor. The third floor windows feature keystones, surrounds, and sills of limestone. A
series of rosettes further embellish the second floor.

The north elevation of the building is constructed of common brick of a brownish color.

Interior

Although the exterior of the Savery Hotel features Georgian Revival design, the interior has always
been more eclectic. For example, the second floor featured the “Venetian Ball Room,” with influences
of Mediterranean Revival architecture on its design. In the 1920s, the hotel featured a “Chinese Tea
Room” in the southeast basement of the building, suggestive of another architectural influence.

Today, the interior of the Savery Hotel presents the appearance of an hotel building substantially
remodeled in the 1950s, with later remodelings to the guest rooms.

When first constructed, each guest room of the Savery possessed a private bathroom. The hotel’s
management featured this amenity in its advertising. A full-page advertisement in the 1920 city
directory, for example, prominently announced “HOTEL SAVERY/300 Rooms 300 Baths” (City
directory 1920:18) By comparison, the Hotel Wellington, whose advertisement faced the Savery’s in
that city directory, offered 200 rooms--50 with private bath.” (/bid.:19) In 1920, the Wellington
charged $.75 to $1.75 for rooms without bath and $1.50 to $3.50 with bath. The fact that a private
bath was twice as expensive at the Hotel Wellington suggests the luxury at that time of such an
amenity. These prices also suggest the market the Savery Hotel targeted for its clientele since it
featured exclusively rooms with private baths. The Hotel Fort Des Moines also targeted this market.
That institution advertised “400 Rooms - 400 Baths” in the same publication. (/bid.:17)

In the 1950s, the interior of the hotel was remodeled along with the construction of the west wing.

The interior public spaces reflect the results of the 1950s remodeling of the building. This remodeling
closed the lobby’s atrium, which stood between the first floor and second floor, and converted that
space and a mezzanine, which had run around it, into a reception area for the grand ballroom. Many of
the lobby’s features remained intact, including its light-colored marble floor and a white marble
staircase to the second floor, and a registration desk. Other public spaces on the first floor--including a
restaurant, coffee shop, gift shop, and bar--were also remodeled. An historic photograph pictures
some of the men responsible for this remodeling. (See Continuation Sheet 8-36.)

Most of the guest rooms were also remodeled in the 1950s and subsequently have been redecorated to
varying extents. These changes include the lowering of many ceilings, new plumbing, new floor and
wall coverings, and new furnishings. Within this context, however, a number of economy rooms
remain as originally constructed. Although they are quite small, they do feature attached bathrooms
and a closet. Rooms with less desirable views were those left unaltered. Room 1131 is one example.
(See Continuation Sheet 7-19.) Most of the guest room floors have economy rooms.
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A health spa is located in the lower level of the main block. This spa includes men’s and women’s
dressing rooms, a swimming pool, sauna, Jacuzzi, eucalyptus room, jogging track, massage room,
apparatus room, and lounge. The spa was constructed in the 1980s. Memberships are available for
the use of this spa, as well as for hotel guests.

Integrity

The Savery Hotel was connected to the Des Moines skywalk system circa 1981. This system consists
of a number of pedestrian hallways, situated above the city’s streets, which link downtown Des
Moines buildings together at the second floor level. Skywalks join the Savery on the south and north
elevations above the vacated public alley. These skywalks do not impair the integrity of the historic
hotel because they are situated at the side of the building and do not impede the view of its two
facades.

Circa 1981 the double-hung sash windows on the upper nine floors of the hotel were replaced with
single-pane, thermal glass. (They featured a variety of multi-paned sash.) Although this alteration
detracts from the historic appearance of the building, the original window bays were not affected. The
historic configuration of the windows on the second floor of the hotel remain as originally constructed.

A major renovation of the Savery Hotel is planned for completion in early 1999. This work will focus
on the interior of the building, and the exterior will remain unaffected. The hotel’s mechanical systems
and plumbing will be updated. Each of the guest rooms and public spaces will be redecorated with
carpet, wallpaper, furnishings, and light fixtures. The Rocket Room, a coffee room located in the
southwest corner of the first floor, will be remodeled as a restaurant. The Des Moines Room and the
Terrace Room (whose interiors date from the mid-1950s) will be remodeled. The current project will
retain the marble appointments in the main lobby. (Carole Chambers informant interview)

SITE

The Savery Hotel is situated on Lots 1, 2, and 3 in Block “D” of Commissioner’s Addition to Fort Des
Moines. This parcel includes that portion of a north-south alley, which runs adjacent to and between
Lot 2 and Lot 3 in the block. The parcel measures about 133' x 218’ (east frontage by south frontage)
and contains less than one acre of land. Downtown Des Moines was originally platted on a grid
oriented to the Des Moines River, which flows slightly northwest to southeast in this area.
Consequently, the downtown is slightly skewed to the cardinal points of the compass. To the north of
Grand Avenue, the city’s plats were aligned to those cardinal points. An irregularity occurs in the
downtown plats and streets where these two patterns abut. This irregularity occurs one block to the
north of the Savery Hotel, where 4th Street bends slightly to the northeast.

The immediate site of the Savery Hotel is generally level in topography. The building is sited in the
heart of downtown Des Moines, along Locust Street, which is known locally as “The Loop.”
Immediately to the south, 4th Street has been vacated for the construction of Capital Square, a large
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commercial building occupying two square blocks. Nollen Plaza, an urban park, is located one-half
block to the east of the Savery Hotel. The Des Moines River is situated three blocks to the east. The
Iowa State Capitol is prominently sited on a hill twelve blocks to the east. It stands as a dramatic
terminus to the vista along Locust Street. All of these surroundings provide beautiful views from the
windows of the Savery Hotel. The view to the east--with the capitol building as its focal point--is
particularly arresting.

Relatively few commercial buildings within Des Moines’ central business district are presently listed
on the National Register. They include the Homestead Building at 303 Locust Street (one block east of
the Savery), Hawkeye Insurance Company Building at 209 4th Street, Des Moines Saddlery Company
Building at 307 Court Avenue, Hotel Fort Des Moines at 10th and Walnuts Streets, Rumely-Des
Moines Drug Company Building at 110 SW 4th Street, and Iowa Des Moines National Bank Building
at 520 Walnut Street. Two properties are listed on the National Register within the city’s East Side
business district--the Northwestern Hotel at 321 East Walnut Street and the Studio Building at 524
East Grand Avenue. The City of Des Moines has designated Mies van der Rohe’s 1960s Home
Federal Savings and Loan Building a local landmark. Itis located at 601 Grand Avenue.
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The inventory numbers shown on this plan are keyed to verbal descriptions found

in Section 7 of this nomination

Source: William C. Page computer.
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Source: Courtesy of the Savery Hotel, 1997.
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